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OME friends having lately de- 
ſired me to publiſh my obſer- 
vations on the ſubject of the Gonor- 
a rhœa, ſaying ſuch a ſtep was neceſ- 
 _ fary, in their opinion, to complete 
| my former * book, I have thought 
1 proper to comply with their requeſt. 
| There are two very different me- 
|  thods of treating this diſorder, the 
one by internal medicines entirely, 
| the other by external application, in 
the way of an injection ſolely, or for 
the moſt part. The former is gene- 
| rally a very tedious, and in many re- 
| A 2 e 
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ſpects a diſagreeable proceſs; the lat- 
ter is both eaſy and expeditious, but 
dreaded by many perſons on account 
of a falſe idea which has long pre- 
vailed, and is even now too generally 
adopted. This ill- founded notion I 
ſhall endeavour to. remove by ſuch 
arguments and quotations from 
writers of diſtinguiſhed credit, as will 
greatly tend to confirm my opinion. 
I long Sled wine injections, till 
being informed of the ſuperior advan- 
tages of them, not only from the pro- 
feflion, but from ſeveral of their pa- 
tients alſo, I could no longer enter- 
tain a doubt of the fact. Subſequent 
ſucceſs has eſtabliſned me in this 
mode of practice, and I hope to 
have the good fortune to convert 
others alſo, as open to conviction, 
and as defirous as myſelf, of arriving 
at truth, 
On 
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On the publication of the former 
work, I flattered myſelf the profeſ- 
ſion would have made ſome practi- 
cal improvements on my new mer- 
curial proceſs; but finding they ra- 
ther neglected it, it became expedi- 
ent to uſe my utmoſt exertions, and I 
apprehend the proceſs is rendered much 
more convenient and eligible than it 


was at firſt +. 
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Finding the mercurial powder rather diſagree- 
able to ſome patients, I have lately converted it 
into a mucilage or liniment, of an adheſive viſci- 
dity, in which form it is more agreeable and uſe- 
ful. The doſe is the ſmalleſt that can well be 
imagined. 

With twenty-five grains of this compoſition, 
which contained one ſcruple of the mercurius dul- 
cis, (applied to the lips) I cured a young gentleman 
in twelve days of a chancre, which a perſon whom 
he conſulted, propoſed to remove at once with the 
knife. The patient was much ſhocked at the 
propoſal, and went to him no more. 

No man ſurely of profeſſional knowledge in theſe 
davs, would think to cure a mortification (where 
the whole maſs of blood is corrupted) by remov- 


ing the black and ganerenous part by excifion or 


cault c, 


1 

It is a pleaſure to me to hear 
from gentlemen of unqueſtionable 
veracity of its ſucceſs under the di- 
rection of ſome of the profeſſion, not 
only in common, but alſo in ſome 
deſperate caſes which had reſiſted 
many ſtrong courſes of mercury: 
the patients thus cured, related the 
fortunate circumſtance to their friends 
(in juſtice to me, as they were pleaſed 
to ſay), and J attribute the having 
received no account of the cures, 
from the gentlemen under whoſe 
care they were, to reaſons of an 
obvious and delicate nature. I am 
ſorry however that this or any other 
conſideration ſhould have deprived 
the world, as well as me, of the ſa- 
tisfaction of their additional and im- 

partial teſtimony. | 
If, on the contrary, upon a fair 
trial, the proceſs had failed them, a 
friendly 
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friendly repreſentation of the matter 
would have afforded me an oppor- 
tunity of explaining, and have tended 
to a removal of their objections. — 
I wiſh to have the rea/ opinions 
of others, whether friends or not, 
in the ſame undiſguiſed manner 
as I give my own; for by colliſion 
of oppoſite ſentiments truth fre- 


quently is obtained, and ſcience is 


improved *. 
Every 


* A young author complained lately to me of 
the diſingenuous behaviour of one who had un- 
dertaken voluntarily to ſupport his cauſe in print. 
This friend, it ſeems, acted in a double capacity: 
He brought many ſenſible arguments in my behalf, 
&* ſays the author; but mark the ſequel, Soon 
« after, on looking into a monthly book of lite- 
& rary criticilms, (in which I find ſince, he is en- 
„ paged to execute a part) I ſaw myſelf abuſed, 
and my friend extolled; I had almoſt forgot- 
« ten the circumſtance, when I was told the 
other day to my great ſurprize, that this iden- 
„ tical gentleman had made his boaſt in an un- 
„ guarded convivial hour, (in vino veritas) that 
he himſelf had written that very criticiſm,” 


E 

Every profeſſional writer on this 
ſubject finds himſelf in an awk- 
ward ſituation; for if he publiſhes 
his opinion and practice without re— 
ſerve, (a duty Which regular prac— 
titioners owe to the incorporated ſo- 
ciety of which they ate members,) 
he is thought to lay his profeſſion 
too open to the world, and incurs 
blame on that account “*; and when 
he acts a difterent part, reſerving his 
arcanum to himiclt, he is then ſure 
to be condemned, and in truth with 
more juſtice, for purſuing the line of 
an empirical pretender whoſe views 
are always conſidered as ſelſiſn and 


mercenary. 
Profeflions 


* Tt is my endeavour and with to write ſo ag 
to be underſtood by thoſe who have had a liberal 
education, and are able to comprehend an argu- 
ment, whether they are medica] men or not; tar 
if they have not profeſſional knowledge to guide, 
fo neither have they profeſſional prejudices to miſe 
lead them, 


[ ix ] 

Profeſſions of diſintereſtedneſs from 
authors, or others, meet with no re- 
gard or credit from mankind ; ambi- 
tion, and love of emolument, are the 
moſt common and powerful incen- 
tives to action: yet on occaſions 
where private advantage and publick 
benefit can be brought to unite, there 
is certainly a great additional pleaſure 
to every liberal mind. 

Thoſe perſons have much to an- 
ſwer for, who recommend a reliance 
on their ſpecifics without mercury, at 
a time when their daily practice af- 
fords them, as weil as others, the 
ſtrongeſt proof and conviction of 
the fallibility of their medicines.— 
How ardently ſoever the faculty may 
wiſh for a more innocent remedy 
than mercury, they muſt notwith- 


ſtanding be poſſeſſed of much ſtronger 


evidence than they are at preſent, 
before 


E 

before they relinquiſh the only incon- 
teſtable ſecurity. The ſole queſtion 
then is; Which is the beſt method of 
adminiſtering mercury ? 

Mr. Pott, in his Preface to Obſerva- 
tions on Wounds of the Head, recom- 
mends the advice given by Lord Bacon 
to ſtudents, ** to conſider one diſeaſe 
at a time, and to become thoroughly 
acquainted with that, before he under- 
takes another. He further obſerves, 
«© that the only means by which 
true and uſeſul knowledge is to be 
obtaincd, in this and in every part 
of ſurgery, are a competent know- 
ledge of the anatomical ſtructure of 
the human frame, a cloſe attention 
to the ſymptoms of diſeaſes in the 
living, and a minute examination of 
the appearances in the dead: theſe 
are the great fountains of all medi- 
cal knowledge,” Mr. Pott has here 
| pointed 
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pointed out, in my opinion, in a 
very judicious manner, the path 
which every chirurgical practitioner 
and writer ſhould purſue, who un- 
dertakes to explain the true nature, 
ſeat, and cure of any bodily diſorder. 


Chancery-lane, 
April 10th, 
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A brief Account of the Remedies in Uſe 
for the Cure of the VENEREAL 


Dis EAS E, from its ſirſt Appear- 
ance in Europe. 


5 HE cure of this diſorder, which 


has now prevailed all over Eu- 
rope near three centuries, has not 
been ſo much improved by the pro- 
feſſion as might have been expected 
during ſo long a period. It raged 
for ſeveral years uncontrouled, be- 
fore an effectual remedy for it was 
diſcovered. After the antidote for this 
poiſon was found to exiſt in mer- 
cury (quickſilver), ſtill ſo unfortu- 
nate was the application of it, that 
many lives were loſt by horrible ſa- 
livations, (too ſhocking to relate), in 
conſequence of the want of ſufficient 
knowledge of the nature and quali- 
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ties of mercury, in the practitioners of 


thoſe times. 

In 168 5, Dr. Sydenham wrote on 
this amongſt other ſubjects. His ac- 
count ſnews, that although the uſe of 
the remedy was better underſtood, 
yet the cure of the diſorder was but 
little improved. 

In 1731, Dr. Turner, a member of 
the College of phyſicians in London, 
who had made the Venereal Diſeaſe 
his particular ſtudy, thought proper 
to communicate his obſervations and 
practice to the world. His draſtic 
purges, and mercurial preſcriptions, 
were ſuch as might deſtroy the moſt 
robuſt conſtitution ; what then muſt 
have become of thoſe of a weak and 
delicate frame ? 


Dr. Boerhaave has advanced a ſyſ- 
tem of his own, apparently leſs de- 
trimental than former ones, and which 

has 
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has been very much adopted of late 
years. The Doctor's theory of the 
diſeaſe is, that it is ſeated in the 
fat ; therefore evacuations tending to 
waſte and deſtroy the membrana adi- 
poſa (fat), would, in his opinion, 
contribute much to the cure of this 
diſorder ; for which reaſon he recom- 
mended the moſt powerful ſudorifics 


and purgatives ; the former of which 


are indeed leſs prejudicial to the con- 
ſtitution than the latter. 

There are two circumſtances which 
have conduced greatly to the better 
treatment of this complaint, within 
theſe twenty or thirty years; I mean, 
the extraordinary and rapid improve- 
ments in anatomy and chymiſtry: by 
the one we have learned the real ſeat 
of the diſorder, by the other its na- 
ture and quality; and by both con- 
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joined, we are led to a more rational 
and eaſy method of cure *. 


* As the generality of mankind will be naturally 
inquiſitive to know, by what accidental, or other 
means, mercury was diſcovered to be a ſpecific for 
this diſorder, it may not be amiſs to inform them, 
that the firſt attempts of the cure of venereal ma- 
ladies, by this remedy, were learned from the 4ra- 
bians, who having recommended mercurial oint- 
ments in the lepra or ſcabies, gave a handle to the 
Italian phyſicians, to try their efficacy in removing 
the foulneſs of the ſkin from a new and ter- 
rible contagion : neither were they ſparing of their 
Iiniments, which they continued to rub in for 
twelve, fifteen, nay, ſometimes for above thirty 
days together+;” a very dangerous practice, which 
prevails too much even in the preſent age. Sarſa- 
parilla, ſaſſafras, guaiacum, have all at different 
periods been in more or leſs eſtimation for their 
antivenereal virtues; but mercury is the only anti- 
dote for this poiſon, on which any age has repoſed 
an entire confidence, 

The decoctions of the woods have generally 
been uſed only as auxiliaries to mercury, in which 
capacity they have without doubt a conſiderable 
degree of merit. 
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H E part principally affected 

by the gonorrhea is the penis, 

which conſiſts of three parts; two of 
which are called corpora cavernoſa, 
and lie on each ſide, and a third, which 
is ſituated underneath, named corpus 
ſpongioſum urethre, conſiſting of the 
bulb and membranous part, continued 
on to the bladder, and terminating at 
the other extremity in the corona; or 
glans penis. The urethra has three 
glands, which were diſcovered by 
Cowper, and called mucous glands, 
B 3 from: 
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from the tenacity of the liquor which 
they ſeparate. There are alſo two, (or 
rather one,) about the ſize of a nut- 
meg; they lie at the neck of the blad- 
der, between the veſiculæ ſeminales 
and penis, under the oſſa pubis, almoſt 
within the pelvis of the abdomen : 
they ſeparate a limpid glutinous hu- 
mour, which is carried into the ure- 
thra by ſeveral ducts which enter 
near thoſe of the proſtatæ. This 
liquor ſeems to be deſigned to be 
mixed with the ſemen in the urethra, 
in the time of coition, to make it 
flow more eaſily. The two firſt of 
Cowper's glands are about the bigneſs 
of a French bean, of a depreſſed oval 
figure, and a yellowiſh colour like the 
proſtate, being on each ſide the 
bulb of the urethra, a little above it. 
Their excretory ducts ariſe from the 
internal ſurface next the inner mem- 
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brane of the urethra, into which they 
open a little lower by two diſtinct 
orifices, juſt below the curvature of 
the oſſa pubis in perineo, where they 
diſcharge a tranſparent viſcous liquor. 
The third mucous gland is a ſmall 
conglobate yellowiſh gland like the 
former, but ſomewhat leſs, ſituated 
above the angle of the flexure of the 
urethra, under the ofla pubis, in the 
perinæum, near the anus: it has two 
excretory ducts, which enter the ure- 
thra obliquely, a quarter of an inch 
below the two former, and diſcharges 
a liquor like them both in colour 
and conſiſtence. 

The ſeat of the gonorrhœa in wo- 
men is the vagina, which is affected 
with a diſcharge like that of the ure- 
thra in men. It lies between the blad- 
der and inteſtinum rectum, and has 
ruge, under which are ſmall glands, 

whoſe 


1 


whoſe excretory ducts are called la- 
cunæ. Theſe glands ſeparate a muci- 
laginous ſlimy liquor to lubricate the 
vagina, and are the ſeat of the gonor- 
rhœa in this ſex, as the glands in the 
urethra are in the male. The 
meatus urinarius being a very ſhort 
paſſage, the heat and ſcalding is 
conſequently much leſs than in the 
men. 

Venereal matter almoſt always oc- 
caſions a converſion of the mucus of 
the part, or of the fluids of the ulcer 
or wound, into a matter ſimilar to 
itſelf; and when a ſufficient quantity: 
has been thus produced, it brings on 
an inflammation in the mucous 
membrane or glands, or in the wound 
or ulcer, and it 1s afterwards ſome- 
times abſorbed into the general ſyſtem 
of veſſels, but ſeldom before; the 
firſt ſymptoms therefore appear in the 

| part 


A ACRES * n 


. 


5 ——— 422 „ e 


AACR: 


„ 


part where the infection was received. 


When the infection is communicated 
by the matter's being mixed with the 
mucus of the urethra, vagina, glans, 
prepuce, &c. if no running, ulcer, 
or puſtule have as yet appeared, it 
may be waſhed off, and the diſeaſe, 
Dr. Fordyce ſays, may for the moſt 
part be prevented, by R. Cauſtic. com. 


fort. Pharm. Lond. 31. Solve in ag. 
font. lib. j. et cola per chartam. 


Some of the above ſolution 1s to be 
mixed, by a little at a time, with a cup- 
ful of water, till it be ſtrong enough 
to waſh the mucus from the mouth 
without giving much pain. Fill a 
ſyringe with this liquor, and inject it 
into the urethra or vagina, retaining 
it there for about a minute; then add 
to the remainder of the liquor a tea- 
ſpoonful of the ſolution, and waſh 
theglans, prepuce, labia pudendi, &c. 

laſtly, 


1 
laſtly, inject and waſh with a little 
pure water milk warm. p. 351. 

I have known the ſame preventive 
effects in very many inſtances, appa- 
rently, (for we can ſeldom be aſſured 
of the fact) from a ſaponaceous lotion 
applied an hour or longer po/# 
co:tum. The ſecurity may be further 
increaſed by the application of a little 
merc. dulc, to the thin cuticular ſur- 
faces, immediately after the ſapona- 
ceous ablution. 

When the venereal matter is mixed 
with the ſoft mucus, it produces an 
inflammation, and great ſecretion 
from the mucous glands; in which 
caſe it is not often abſorbed into the 
general ſyſtem, and the diſeaſe is cal- 
led a Gonorrhœa. 

Dr. Fordyce obſerves, that“ moſt 
people are infected by the venereal 
matter mixing with, and being re- 
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* tained in the mucus of the urethra or 
vagina, or upon the glans, prepuce, or 
| labia pudendi ; from which it cannot 
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be waſhed off by the urine, on ac- 
count of the inſolubility of the mu- 
cus in water; and the ſymptoms do 
not appear till twenty-four hours, 
nay, ſometimes not till after three 
weeks from the time of receiving the 
infection, but moſt commonly they 
ariſe in four, ſive, or ſix days. 


« A Gonorrhœa from the urethra 
in a man, begins with an uneaſineſs 
about the parts of generation, toge- 
ther with an appearance of a little 
whitiſh matter, about the orifice of 


the urethra, a little ſwelling and ſome- 
times redneſs there, and a flight pun- 


gency upon the evacuation of urine. 
The whitiſh matter ſoon increaſes in 
quantity, the inflammation about the 
end of the urethra becomes more 

evident, 


one 
evident, and for the moſt part there 
is now a tenſion and hardneſs through 
the whole of it, a ſwelling of the 
lacunæ, and a ſenſation of ſtricture 
in the penis, particularly on erection. 
The matter ſtill increaſes, flows out, 
and grows thinner, loſes all its adhe- 
ſiveneſs, and is of a yellow, or green- 
iſh colour. There is now always a 
redneſs about the end of the canal ; 
often a pain from the diſtenſion of 
the urethra, during the evacuation of 
urine, and a much ſeverer towards 
the orifice, from its ſtimulus, with an 
increaſe of the redneſs juſt after it is 
evacuated, 'The inflammation pre- 
vents the extenſion of the urethra in 
erection, ſo that the penis is at that 
time curved downwards with great 
pain, which 1s increaſed if it be raiſed 
towards the belly, and the ſtimulus 
occaſions 
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„ 
occaſions it often to be erected, eſpe- 
cially when warm in bed *.“ 
I believe it would generally be eſ- 
teemed good practice on this occaſion 


to give nitre in conſiderable quantity, 
a cathartic electuary, or pill, and to 


take blood freely from the patient; 
alſo to direct large quantities of di- 


luting liquors, and further to recom- 
mend a ſtrict regimen, and abſti- 


nence from particular meats, vege- 
tables, and ſtrong liquors. The queſ- 
tion is, are ſuch medicines and re- 
ſtriction neceſſary? In my humble 
opinion they are not, and they appear, 
upon the whole, to do more harm 
than good, as I ſhall endeavour to 
demonſtrate from the experience of 
thoſe who are well qualified to give 


C an 


Dr. Fordyce's Elements of phyſic. 
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an opinion in a matter of this kind, 
and alſo from my own practice. 

Dr. Cullen remarks, “ that purga- 
tives not only inflame the rectum, 
but alſo extend their irritation to the 
urethra.” May not chordee and pria- 
piſm then often be attributed to this 
:auſe ? 

Dr. Fordycerecommends e increaſing 
the ſecretion a little, by ſuch gentle 
purgatives as procure only two or 
three evacuations a day.” But who 
can enſure his patient two or three 
ſtools only in a day? The inteſtines 
being once put into motion, will not 
accommodate themſelves exactly to our 
with or convenience. Happily for the 
community, it ſhould ſeem that even 
gentle purging might be diſpenſed 
with on theſe occaſions. 
The Doctor adds, ſevere purg— 
ing often augments the inflammatory 

ſymptoms, 


2. 
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' Hmptoms, brings on ſtrangury and 


exulcerations, gives occaſion to in- 
flammation of the “ teſticles, and 


other neighbouring parts, or it ſtops 


the running before the infection is 


2 waſhed 


* This inflammation is not conſidered as a 
fymptom proceeding from virus, but is treated like 
a common inflammation of any other gland. Emol- 
lient fomentations and cataplaſms, unguents and 


ſaturnine lotions (which of late are much uſed), 


cr 


matter in the part; 
operate in future as a caution. 


are proper to be employed as ſedatives, to eaſe the 
pain of this ſwelling; and above all, a proper truſs, 
which effectually ſupports the part, and takes off 
the weight from the ſpermatic chord; likewiſe 
phlebotomy, and anodynes, (which alleviate the 
chordee and priapiſm) are neceſſary, An inflam- 
mation of this part, ariſing from venereal irrita- 
tion, briſk purges, or ſudden cold, rarely, it ever, 
ſuppurates. A lancet has been inadvertently ap- 
plied by one who thought he felt a fluctuation vt 
a dreadful miſtake, and ſhould 
The glands of the 
groin will ſometimes become rather ſwelled and 
painful from ſympathy, and ſoon fublide, except 
they ſwell in conſequence of a chancre, in which 
caſe, ſuppuration often cannot be prevented, and 
when it does take place, the diſorder is commonly 
molt effectually cured, 


* 


Pl 
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waſhed off, and the gonorrhœa either 
returns in a few days, or exulcera- 
tions take place. 

The Doctor further obſerves, That 
long continued purging is apt to 
weaken the ſtomach and inteſtines, to 
hurt the digeſtion, to produce obſti- 
nate gleet s, and leave hypochondria- 


cal ſymptoms, particularly in irritable 
or melancholic habits *. 


Many more authorities might be 
adduced in proof of the bad effects 
of a long courſe of purgatives in theſe 
caſes, which are generally of conſide- 
rable duration, when treated in this 

manner. 


* Some gentlemen of the profeſſion, who are 


- averſe to overloading the ſtomach with medicines, 


content themſelves with adminiſtring mercury in 
the compaſs of a ſmall pill, the operation of which 
often proves very rough, for, as Dr. Saunders re- 


3 
7 


marks, p. 156, ** the ſaline preparations never 


agree with weak ſtomachs, they are apt to gripe, 


they very frequently excite a fever.” Theſe are 


very ſufficient reaſons for not giving them in this 
form. | 
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ner manner. Neither are antiphlogiſtic 
ra- remedies to be depended upon, as 

they ſometimes produce the very con- 
hat trary effect to what was expected of 
to them: amongſt the firſt of theſe is 
to nitre, in inflammatory diſorders. Dr. 
ſti- ; Lewis, a late writer of no ſmall credit, 
la- 7 reckons, that nitre often gives relief 1n 
ble ſtranguries, and heat of urine, pro- 

ceeding either from a ſimple or a vene- 
be real taint; and indeed the greateſt part 
= of practitioners have always given it, 
eſe 


and ſtill continue to give it in the ve- 
nereal ardor urinæ. This practice, 
his however, ſays Dr. Hope in his lectures 


er. on the Materia medica, I am apt to 
3 believe has taken its riſe from the 
ines, name of ardor having always been 
rk given to the pain in evacuating the 
re- urine, during the time of a venereal 
* inflammation of the urethra, and the 
ears name and virtues of a cooler, having 


this | C 3 always 


a 
——_— — „ 


9 


always been attributed to this alt. 


But it is certain that the urine paſſed 


during the time of avenerealinflamma - 
tion 15 no warmer than at other times, 
and therefore to preſcribe a cooler to 
allay the heat of it, is abſurd : and 1 
am perſuaded, that ona freeand candid 
examination of this matter, it will be 
found, that nitre has not the ſmalleſt 
power of alleviating the pain which is 
then felt; for I have given it in all the 
different ſtages of this diſeaſe, in 


ſmall and in large doſes; but from 


the ſole uſe of it in a great number of 
trials, have never been able to obſerve 
that it afforded the leaſt relief. Nor, 
when we conſider the cauſe of that 
pain, and the effects of nitre, have 
we any reaſon to expect it; for the 
pain certainly proceeds from the acrid 
falts in the urine, ſtimulating the in- 


flamed or excoriated urethra; and a 


ſolution 
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3 
ſolution of nitre applied to any exco- 
riated part, always gives conſiderable 
pain. Experiments aſſure us, that 
on taking nitre into the ſtomach, the 
urine becomes impregnated with it. 
The larger therefore the doſes are, the 
ſtronger will this impregnation be, 
and the greater ſtimulus added to the 
urine; ſo that we may ſenſibly con- 
clude, that this ſalt will rather aug- 
ment than diminiſh the pain in eva- 
cuating it. The Doctor further re- 
marks, that there are many weak and 


* of delicate ſtomachs, which cannot bear 

Ve the cold it produces, and others in 
| 77 

Nor, whom it always creates ſickneſs and 


nauſea.“ 

Beſides the diſagreeable circum- 
ſtance of ſwallowing great quantities 
of nauſeous medicines, we find there 
is the greateſt uncertainty, as to their 
real effects on the diſeaſes they are in- 

5 tended 
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20 
tended to remove. A powder of any 
kind, which 1s applied to blood in a 
baſon, may viſibly affect that fluid, 
and render it thin or thick; yet being 
taken into the ſtomach, and poſſibly 
from thence into the circulation, it 
may take a very different effect on 
the circulating fluids, or perhaps 
none, having undergone a material 
alteration in its courſe. 

A celebrated Lecturer on the Mate- 
ria medica (now in his grave), diſ- 
courſing with his pupils on the 
powerful operations of mucilaginous 
medicines in the alleviation of the 
pain ariſing from the ſtone in the 
bladder, remarked that ſuch medi- 
cines were extremely uſeful where the 
ſtone was of the mulberry kind, and 
apt to vellicate the coats of the blad- 
der. He told them the ropy muct- 


lage would envelop the ſtone, and 
make 


— (0 


1 

make a uniformly ſmooth ſurface, and 
entirely deprive it of its aſperities, 
and conſequently of its power of 
hurting the bladder. 

it is difficuit for one converſant 
with the mechaniſm of the human 
body, and the operation of medicine, 
to ſuppoſe, that a mucilage given by 
the mouth will arrive at the bladder 
in that ſtate. We are certain that 
particular remedies will ſtimulate par- 
ticular parts: ballam of capivi, for in- 
ſtance, being abſorbed, is known to 
affect the kidnies and bladder, by the 
ſtrong odour it imparts to the urine; 
but we do not find, this, or any other 
medicine, except quickſilver, will 
paſs off in the ſame form in which 
it is adminiſtred by the mouth. This 
balſam is very much eſteemed for its 


great virtues, particularly in certain 


ſtages of the gonorrha&a, but it is ſo 
very 


aL. 
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very diſagreeable on account of its 
oily and bitter quality, as well as its 
ſmell, that ſome patients are ſoon diſ- 
guſted with it, and others will not be 
prevailed upon to take it at all; we 
cannot therctore think it ſtrange that 
many gentlemen ſhould often prefer 
injections to all other means, which 
do not appear to render ſervice in any 
degree equal to the trouble which at- 
tends them. It muſt be acknowledged 
that paticnts often ſuffer more from 
the remedy than the diforder ; they 
are often mote reduced in their fleſh, 
(and more jallid in their counte- 
nance, acircumſtance which frequently 
leads to diſagreeable diſcoveries), from 
the operation of purgatives in a go- 
norrhœa in the ſpace of one week, 
than they would have been in a month, 
if there had been no attempt made to 
check the progrels of the diſorder, 

Further, 


1 


Further, there are many people 


its 
les who have not leiſure to purſue the ſe- 1 
die veral directions and preſcriptions given F 
bes . : 7 
s by writers, and if they could find time, V8 
5 they would have but little inclination 1 
0 rz20 ſo much fatigue and 
hat t underge 0 gue an 
efer trouble. Such tedious proceſles arc | 
3 be. ' » 7 Hi > TLIT O» þ 
nich very ill contrived for the multitude, 
any why mult be, and are daily cured by a 
Fr means much more eaſy and cxp<di- 1 
5 — . 8 / 
5 tious, and quite as eftcctual. | 
ged 8 1 ii 
— Dr. Buchan is of opinion, ** that a | 
ey | virulent gonorrhœa can ſeldom be 
h. cured ſpecdily and effectually at the 1 
» : a 4 1 i 
te. | ſametime. The patient ought therefore 
| 2 : 6 bs 
tly not to expect, nor the phytician to | 
_ promiſe it. It will often continue | 


for two or three months, and ſome— 
k, times for five or fix, even where the 
treatment has been very proper.” — 
Domeſtic medicine, P. 536. 
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Dr. Smith, in his Formulz medica- 
mentorum, aſſerts, that the gonor- 


rhœa, if taken in the beginning, may 


generally be cured in a fortnight with- 
out any injury to the conſtitution, or 
any ill effects whatſoever. 
What each of theſe gentlemen have 
aſſerted, is certainly very true, and the 
difference is owing to the means made 
uſe of in the cure, as I have often ex- 
perienced. The account of this diſ- 
order, and of the lues venerea, by Dr. 
Smith, is ſo conciſe, and copious at 
the ſame time, that I ſhall give it for 

the information of my readers. 
The lues venerea has been diſtin- 
guiſhed into the firſt and ſecond infec- 
tion; or more properly into local and 
univerſal. Local, when the genitals 
only are aftected, and this ſpecies of 
the complaint has been called a Go- 
norrhœa or Clap. Univerſal, when 
the 
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may be very eaſily and readily cured. 
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1 
the habit in general is tainted with 
the venereal cacoethes; and then the 
diſeaſe is ſtiled a Pox. -A local in- 
fection, or Clap, if not attended with 
chancres, buboes, or ſwelled teſticles, 


« Bland oil, ſuch as oil of almonds, 


or the like, ſhould be injected warm 
into the urethra, two or three times 
every day; and after the eighth day, 


{ 


| 


the following injection ſhould be 
throw up a little warmed for four 


| 
or five days more, or as long as there 


* ſhould be occaſion, 


«© No. 107. R Vitriolt alb. 3ſs— 3j. 


Solve in aq. fontan. 3ij. 
« The cathartic emulſion, No. 4. 


may be taken twice in a week, and 


a little mercurial ointment may be 
rubbed every night into the groins. 
By theſe means, a clap, if taken 


in the beginning, may generally be 
D cured 
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jury to the conſtitution, or any ill 
effects whatſoever, If the ſymptoms 
ſhould any of them be troubleſome, 
they may be eaſily palliated. The 
heat of urine by plenty of diluent li- 
quors, with gum arabic and nitre. 
The priapiſm and chordee, by opiates 
taken at bed time. The phymoſis 
and paraphymoſis, by emollient cata- 
plaſms, and oil thrown up between 
the glans penis and the prepuce. 
Buboes by the cathartic emulſion, 


cured in a fortnight, without any in- 
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and the mercurial ointment. The 


hernia humoralis, by blood lettings, ? 
and lenient cathartics, with emollient | 


tomentations and cataplaſms to the 
part. And chancres, by oil, or a 
ſtrong mercurial ointment. 

In a ſecond infection, or Pox, 
mercury and its preparations are moſt 


to be depended upon, It has been 


E091 


the general practice to preſcribe mer- 


curials in ſuch a manner as to excite 


a ſalivation; but from experience it 


has been found, that a ſalivation is by 
no means neceſſary to the cure of ve- 
nereal ſymptoms, as many bad caſcs 
have been relieved by mercurials, 


given as alteratives, when the mouth 


has not been at all affected. The fol- 
lowing method will cure a confirmed 
pox, with as much certainty as a 
ſalivation. 

% No. 108. R Mercurii calcinat. 
gr. j. ad ij. Sulph. antimon. præ- 
cip. gr. ij. ad iiij. extract. thebaic. 
gr. ſs.—gr. j. Conſerv. cynoſbat. 
9. /. ut ft. bolus, omni nocte hor. 
decubitus ſumend. 

No. 109. K Rad. ſarſaparill. 311. 
Laureolæ (the mezereon root) 3j. 
Cog. ex aqua fontan. lib. 1. ad lib. 
ij. colatur. Capiat lib. ſs. 4 ter. de 
die. 
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It may be neceſſary to continue 


the medicines for a fortnight after the 
ſymptoms have diſappeared; and, dur- 


ing the cure, the patient ſhould keep 
warm, uſe a light nouriſhing diet, 


and drink plenty of broths or the 


like. The warm bath would add to 


the efficacy of the medicines, and 
conſiderably haſten the cure.” 


Formule Medicam. p. 138. 
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J have experienced the ſame good 


effects in the cure of the gonorrhcea, 
from a vitriolic injection, as thoſe 
deſcribed by Dr. Smith, and I know 


that others have obſerved the ſame. 
This anſwers much better than injec- *' 
tions prepared with mercury, The 
laſt mentioned generally depoſit a a 
ſediment, and the powder being con- 


veyed into the ursthra cauſes an ir- 
ritation 


good 
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ritation and pain in the paſlage. 
Some practitioners make uſe of oily 
injections (as they ſay), to encou- 
rage the running—which appears to 
me to need no encouragement, but 
on the contrary 1s too copious, and 
may be immediately reſtrained : for 
this purpoſe I make uſe of Dr. 
Smith's vitriolic injection, (cold ra- 
ther than warm) which often com- 
pletes the cure in the courſe of a 
fortnight (or leſs), the time men- 
tioned by the Doctor. 


If the injection cauſes any more 
than a. flight ſenſation of ſmart or 
pain in the paſlage, it is vidently 
too much impregnated with vitriol, 
and the ſolution muſt be made weaker, 
as the irritation of the liquor would 


aggravate the ſymptoms, inſtead of 


diminiſhing them. One great objec- 
tion to this. ſort of practice is raiſed! 
D 3 on 
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on the ſuppoſition that injections are 
apt to produce ſtricture in the 
urinary paſſage. This idea, I appre- 
hend, is not well founded : I have 
enquired of many different people 
who have been troubled with this 
complaint, if they had uſed injec- 
tions for the cure of the gonorrhea, 
and was generally anſwered in the 
negative. I am much inclined to 
think with Dr. Fordyce, that when 
a gonorrhœa continues Jong, it ſome- 
times produces a ſtricture in the 
part.” Inflammation 1s naturally 
diſpoſed to produce contraction and 
ſtricture in the different ſacculi and 
paſſages of the body, as well as in 
the urethra : therefore we may con- 
clude, that evils are often attributed 
to injections, which in fact owe their 
origin to other cauſes. The ſame 
gentleman very juſtly obſerves, that 

omitting 


3 
omitting the injection once or twice 
will often make it fail of curing, 
when it would have otherwiſe pro- 
duced that effect. He likewiſe re- 
marks, that patients treated in this 
manner, are leſs liable to inflamma- 
tion of the teſticles, or of the glands 
in the groin (or to chancres) or ſtric- 
tures. Theſe obſervations are certainly 
founded on fact. It is the general 
opinion, that ſmall doſes of mercury, 
either externally or internally, ought 
to accompany the uſe of injections. 
See Pordyce, Saunders, Smith, and 
others.—I give a grain of mercurial 
powder, * and apply it to the cuticu- 
lar ſurfaces of the lips, and at the 
ſame time make uſe of the vitri- 

olic 


* But as even a grain of any potuder is diſagreeable 
to ſome perſons, it may be adminiſtered in a paite 
of a mucilaginous viſcidity, and the doſe, ſo pre- 
pared, needs not exceed two grains in the whole. 


11 


olic in preference to every other in- 
jection. I know of no other (though 
I have made repeated trials of ſeve- 
ral), which would remove the diſ- 
order in twice the time which this 
takes to do it, and ſome that would 
not ſucceed at all, but ſeemed rather. 
to aggravate the ſymptoms. 

It is now proved by a repetition of 
ingenious experiments, and generally 
admitted, that the diſcharge in a go- 
norrhœa proceeding from the urethra, 
is not pus, but mucus. Pus is the 
matter which proceeds from wounds 
and ulcers, whereas mucus comes 
from ſurfaces not ulcerated, though 
ſometimes inflamed. Dr. Hunter ſays 
he has often diſſected the urethra of 
perſons who have died, having the 
gonorrhea at that time, and he 
adds, that he never diſcovered' any 
ulcers, in. the paſſage. Mucus is in. 

| | itſelf; 
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itſelf an innocent, mild fluid, but ca- 
pable of acquiring virulence and 
acrimony from contagious infection. 

The gonorrhœa is an increaſed and 
virulent diſcharge of the mucus from 
the glands of the urinary paſſage. 
Mucus, when untainted, is tranſpa- 
rent like the white of an egg, ap- 
pears as a drop ſometimes at the 
orifice of the urethra next the glans, 
is of a mucilaginous viſcidity, and its 
uſe is to ſneathe and defend the paſ- 
ſage from the irritating ſalts conveyed 
in the urine. It reſembles the fluid 
in the eye, which is ſecreted in ſmall 
quantity, but when the lachrymal 
gland 1s ſtimulated by grief, duſt, or 
other offending ſubſtance, the diſ- 
charge becomes copious and ſome- 
times acrid, 

Darwin obſerves, p. 78, in his 
experiments on pus and mucus, that 
whenever the ſecretion of any fluid 1s 
increaſed 


E 


increaſed, there is at the ſame time an 
increaſed heat in the part. The ſame 
gentleman obſerves, p. 77, that “ the 
catarrhal humour from the noſtrils of 
ſome who ride in froſty weather, and 
the tears which run down the cheeks 
of thoſe who have an obſtruction of 
the puncta lachrymalia, are eaſily 
diſtinguiſhed from others, by their 
abounding in ammoniacal or muri- 
atic ſalts, whence they inflame the 
circumjacent ſkin: thus in the ca- 
tarrh, the upper lip becomes red and 
ſwelled from the acrimony of the 
mucus, and patients complain of the 
ſaltneſs of its taſte. The eyes and 
cheeks are red with the corroſive tears, 


and the ichor of ſome herpetic erup- 


tions erodes far and wide the conti- 
guous parts, and is pungently ſalt ta 
the taſte, as ſome patients have in- 
tormed me.” 


When 
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When the mucous membrane of 
the noſe is ſtimulated by a violent 
cold, or other cauſe, we often ſee an 
extraordinary quantity of diſcharge 
from that organ; yet no one ſuſ- 
pects the exiſtence of any ulcers there, 
and it has been remarked, that the 
diſcoloured mucus of that part bears 
ſo ſtrong a reſemblance to the viru- 


lent diſcharge in the gonorrhea, that 


it would oftentimes perplex perſons 
converſant in theſe matters to diſtin- 
guiſh two handkerchiefs the one from 
the other when ſtained with the reſpec- 
tive mucus. Either of theſe fluids hav- 
ing acquired acrimony will inflame, 
and ſometimes lightly excoriate irrita- 
ble nervous membranes. Theſe excori- 
ations generally do well of them- 
ſelves, and when they do not, no one 
heſitates to apply repellent and heal- 
ing medicines to the parts, without 
9 even 
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even the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of any 
bad . conſequence. With ulcers the 
caſe is very different, there being 
the greateſt reaſon to apprehend 
danger from the abſorption of mat- 
ter into the circulation. Writers 
of good credit aſſert, that a drop of 
acrid pus, abſorbed into the blood, 
affects all the fluids, ſtimulates the 
veſſels, and is capable of producing 
violent diforders, ſuch as putrid 
fevers, - &c. Imprefled with ſuch 
ideas, no thinking man, in this or 
any age, would adopt a practice at 
once ſo irrational and dangerous : but 
as the diſcharge 1s merely mucus, and 
proved to have no concern with the 
ſyſtem or animal ceconomy, it may be 
fafely waſhed away (like any other 
fordes, from the ſurfaces of the body) 
by injections, which are not only far 

more 
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more expeditious in producing their 
effects, but alſo appear, on a due com- 
pariſon of the merits of each, to en- 
joy another pre-eminence, that of 
being a more ſafe and agreeable me- 


thod of cure than any other what- 
ſoever. 
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CRITICAL ENQUIRY 
INTO 


The different Methods of admini- 
ſtering MERCURY. 


IFFERENCE of .opinion 
prevails with regard to the 
mode of adminiſtering mercurial pre- 
parations; the advocates for each, 
giving their reaſons for that which 
they adopt in preference to any other. 
The alterative method. is much in 
eſteem and practice, and under pro- 
per regulations may be rendered very 
- beneficial. 
This appellation of alterant or al- 
terative is given to all ſuch medi- 


cines as correct the bad qualities of the 
blood, 
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gleod, and other animal fluids, without 
eecafioning any ſenſible evacuation. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Woodward, all that 15 
commonly alledged concerning tifc 
change of the principles or ferments 
of diſeaſes by alterant remedies, 18: 
merely chimerical and imiglnary; he 
remarks, that there is no change 
made to the advantage of the human. 
body without a ſucceſſive renovation 
and diſcharge of what is hurtful, and. 
a ſupply of its place by ſomething in- 
nocent. 
The Doctor gives the preſerence 
! to evacuants, as being the only medi- 
cines capable of freeing the machine 
from whatever incommodes it. Some 
take a contrary courſe, and aſcribe 
even the ſalutary effects of evacuants 
to their alterative nature, which has 
been alledged of mercury in the cure 
of the venereal diſeaſe, Among al- 
E 2 terant. 
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terant medicines there are ſeveral 
which change the ſcene of the ſymp- 
toms, and others which ſuſpend the 
action of the morbific matter for a 
time; but theſe remedies which hold 
the morbific principles captive pro 
tempore, are only palliatives, and 
even on ſome accounts dangerous, 
ſince they may as well captivate other 
principles neceſſary to life. 

Dr. Forayce ſays, p. 362. What- 


ever preparation we employ, weſhould 


give it in ſuch a manner and in ſuch 
a doſe as to produce hardneſs, full- 
neſs, and moderate frequency of the 
pulſe, with as little ſenſible evacua- 
tion as poſſible; for the mercury 
cures ſooner, and with greater cer- 
tainty, when the ſtrength is but lit- 
tle, than when it is much reduced 
by it.“ 


Mr. 
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Mr. Plenck is of opinion, that 
* mercury, together with the vene- 
' real virus, may be more conveni- 
ently and more eaſily evacuated by 
the ordinary excretions of ſweat; 
ſtool, and urine.” 

It ſeems to me much more ſafe to 
permit the gradual evacuation. of 
mercury (aſter it has circulated ſome 
time, and ſabdued the virus) by one 
or other.of the excretions, than to 
confine 1t within the body by: opiates: 
or other. means, ſo as to occaſion 
hardneſs, fullneſs, and acceleration 
pf the pulſe: The ſaturation or im- 
pregnation of the ſyſtem with mer 
cury is very hazardous, as it ſome- 
times terminates in a fatal diarrhea. 
Surely it is moſt prudent to permit a 
| little of the mercury to-depart, and- 
throw into the circulation ſuch a pro- 
portion only, as may be altogether- 
mit 8 ſafe- 
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ſafe and yet ſufficient to keep up a 
gentle mercurial ſtimulus in the 
habit. 

Mercury and wine operate ſome- 
what alike upon the body. If a cer- 
tain quantity of wine is drank, hard- 
neſs, fullneſs, and acceleration of the 
pulſe will ſupervene, till at length in 
coinmon an evacuation takes place; 
when it does not, and the wine is re- 
tained there, (like mercury exhibited 
as an alterative) it excites feveriſh. 
heat, and does the conſtitution much 
more injury than when it paſſes off 
gradually by any of the ordinary 
evacuations. 

Dr. Fordyce obſerves, ** it is never 
neceſfary to ſalivate a patient, unleſs. 
he be ſo irritable, that the ſmalleſt 


dofe of mercury immechately affects | 


his mouth, or unleſs the difeaſe be 
proceoting vo falt that it would be 
hazardous 


% 
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hazardous to wait till it was checked 
by the remedy given in ſuch a man- 
ner as to avoid ſalivation; or except- 
ing when we cannot truſt to his uſing 
it regularly. On the contrary, fali- 
vation renders the effects of the me- 
dicine uncertain, — p. 363. The ſame 
author ſays, “ If, notwithſtanding 
theſe precautions, a ſalvation ſhould 
come on, we know of no remedy 


which will remove it with any degree 


of certainty, although ſulphur, cam 
phire, and purgatives have been re- 
commended for this purpoſe. IE 
therefore the caſe be urgent, the beſt 
way is to let it go on, uſing the mer- 
curial ointment * as before deſcribed,” 


365. 
: I have 


* Dr. Saunders, p. 157, ſays, he has known 


patients who have had violent fevers excited by 
mercury applied in the form of unction. 


The 
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I have ever found thoſe patients 


more eaſily cured, who were molt ſuſ- 
ceptibie of the mercurial ſtimulus, 
Let there be an affection of the 
mouth and gums, (parts which, from 
the leſs irritability of their ſurfaces, 
are beſt calculated to endure friction) 


anc. 


The ſame author remarks, that a gentleman 
who had had recourle to mercurial unction, being 
ſeized with a fever, fent for him and commu— 
nicated to him his venereal complaints. Eis 
pulſe was quick and hard, he complained of pain 
in his back, headach, thirſt, and other ſuch ſym- 
Moms as J had frequently ſoen ariſe from a mers 
curial courſe conducted on the plan here pre- 
ſcribed. p. 139. 

Dr. Cullen obſerves, that purging is never exe 
cited by any means, without ſpaſins of the inteſ- 
tines, which, when the operation is continued, are 
apt to end in durable ſpaſm and inflammation; 
Theſe are attended with very dangerous conſe- 
quences. Neither does the method of purging by 


unction anſwer much better (although perhaps 
more effectual), becauſe it is attended with very 


great pain,—Lefures on Materia medica, p. 453. 
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and an amendment of the complaint 
takes place at leaſt nine times in 
ten; the mercury will run off in 
general very ſoon if the proceſs is 
diſcontinued, which it muſt not be, 
but the tenderneſs of the mouth is to 
be kept up to a certain degree, (ac- 
cording to the urgency of the diſor- 
der, and to prevent a relapſe) by the 
perſevering uſe of the remedy in ſmall 
quantity, It is not the mere quan- 
tity of mercury, but the method of 
uſing it, which in my opinion is tie 
chief circumſtance to be relied on 
in the cure, I would certainly run 
the riſk (if there was any) of not 
curing, rather than expoſe my 
patient to the hazard of a large 
quantity of accumulated mercury 
ready at an hour's notice, or leſs, to 
emancipate itſelf from the body by 


ſtimulating 
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1 
ſtimulating the inteſtines, and thus 
exhauſting lite. 

We may be amnſed with the theovy 
of mercury circulating in the ſyſtem 
in perfect equilibrium, not inclining 
more to one fſecret.on than to ano- 
ther; but it is certain this is a power- 
ful medicine that ought not to be 
trifled with; we cannot ſay to it—So 
far ſhalt thou go, and no further, 
The moſt {kilful pilot will find it 
difficult ſo to trim his veflel that it 
ſnall not ſink or overturn when too 
heavily laden with mercury. 

The ingenious Plenck (to whom 
the world is much indebted for the 
great improvements he has made by 
his experiments on mercurv, and in 


the cure of this diſeaſe) ſays, that a 


ſalivation 1s a dangerous practice ; 
for the famous A/ruc, favs he, aſſerts 
that there frequently ſupervene, vio- 


lent. 
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lent fevers, diarrhæa, dyſentery, hæ- 
moptoe, an immobility of the jaws, 
and hkewiſe a ſuffocation, and that 
too, when a ſalivation has been moſt 
properly conducted; and aſter him 
the moſt ſkilful Locher tells us the 
ſame. 

Several years ſince a practitioner 
had the misfortune to loſe (within a 
ſhort time of each other) two pa- 
tients with chancres, for the cure of 
which he had raiſed very high ſali- 
vations by mercurial omtment. Juſt 
as their complaints were healed, and 
ſalivation began to decline, one of 
the gentlemen was ſeized with a dy- 
{enteric flux, and expired within a 
few hours : his death was attributed 
to a piece of butter which the nurſe 


had inadvertently put into his gruel. 


The other died alſo of a flux, ariſing 
from the ſudden deſcent of the mer- 


cury 


(48-1 


cury overturning the equilibrium, and 
ruſhing through the patient's bowels 
with irreſiſtible impetuoſity. 

This inconſiderate and injudicious 
gentleman was threatened at that 
time with an indictment for the mur- 
der of one of the parties, becauſe it 
appeared that he had been often cau- 
tioned (by the ſurgeon who had been 
called into conſultation with him) to 
forbear the anointing, but he per- 
ſiſted in uſing the unction in ſpite of 
every remonſtrance. The death of 
theſe two gentlemen coming ſo near 
together and befalling the ſame prac- 
titioner, occaſioned more noiſe in this 
metropolis than the loſs of twenty 
hoſpital patients, and will, it is hoped, 
operate as a caution on the mind of 
c ery practitioner, 

Inſtead either of this practice by 
unction, or that of pills (my objec- 

tions 
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tions to which have been frequently 
publiſhed) I make uſe ſometimes of 
a grain of mercurial powder, and 
at others, of a mucilage compoled of 
merc. dulc. (or other preparations) 
of the conſiſtence of butter, yet of 
an adheſive viſcidity, and ſo con- 
trived, that the ſize of a common 
pea contains five or ſix doſes. This 
may be apphed (once or oftener in 
the day as the caſe may require), to 
the thin cuticular ſurfaces of the 
mouth or lips, from which, if ma- 
naged with care, 1t will not paſs 
into the ſtomach, but will adhere 
till it is taken up into the blood 
by the numerous abſorbent veſſels of 
thoſe parts. The abſorption may be 
aſſiſted by a ſlight and momentary 
friction with the tongue or finger, 
and the worſt venereal diſorder be 


F cured 
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cured by mercury adminiſtered in 
this manner “. 


Dr. 


* Since the common forms are diſagrecable, 
and many of them very nauſeous, why ſhould we 
not adopt this? why might not a powder which 
has no taſte, be conveyed in marmalet or currant 
jelly, as well as in balſam of locatelli or any 
other conlerve ? 

It is the idea of phyſic which makes a bolus or 
pill difficult to be ſwallowed, and occaſions a con- 
vullive affection of the throat and fauces, and 
zometiunes as far as the diaphragm and the ſto— 
mach. Some perſons indeed, by long habit, get 
the better of the diſguſt which theſe create at firſt. 
Would it not be agreeable to venereal patients to 
aboliſh ſuch nauſeating forms altogether? where 
would be the harm in ſo doing? It might be an- 
ſwered, the compounders of medicines would ſuſ- 
tain a Joſs thro' this deviation from the com- 
mon courſe of buſineſs. This argument has cer- 
tainly ſome weight; but ſhould not private advan- 
tage on this, as on other occaſions, yield to the 
public good ? | 

A mercurial lozenge, I believe, moſt patients 
would prefer to a pill, as it would diſſolve gradually 
in the mouth, and give no trouble in ſwa'lywing, 
It would have the common, and all the required 
effect of a pill, and yet have certain advantages 


alſo, for whilſt it was diſſolving in the mouth, 
| Fl 


E 

Dr. Hunter ſays “ There can be | 
no doubt of abſorption taking place il 
on the inſide of the mouth, of the 
preputium, of the labia,” &c. 
+ Mr. Cruigſbanł remarks, — That 14 
BF though all ſurfaces abſorb, and any | 
ſurface may be ſtimulated to abſorb | 

more than it commonly does; yet in 
r general, ſurfaces ſeem to tire, (if one 
1 might ſay ſo) and like muſcles, having 
r 
4 


performed a certain quantity of 


work, refuſe to do more.” 


o This proceſs then will be attended 
FT : : : . 
4 with a pecuhar advantage, as it will 
give the abſorbents very little trouble, 
1- . 1 
-. | and favour their natural indolence. 
_ Fa Again, 
us | 2 part of the mercury would probably be abſorbed 
1 into the circulation from that ſurface, and what 
g 1 paſſed into the ſtomach being incorporated with 
4. the ropy mucus of the mouth, (ſaliva) would pro- 
ges duce leſs irritation and ſickneſs in that ſuſceptible 
th organ, and prevent the uſe of opium with which 
þ ſurgeons generally correct the ſtimulus of mer- 


cury, and which, as I have obſerved before, ma- 
teria:ly injures the conſtitution. 
* 
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Again, the ſame gentleman ſays, 
% Now if, according to my calcula- 
tion, three grains of calomel have as 
great an effect on the venereal virus 
as forty-five grains of mercuriat oint- 
ment, and if it would require half an 
hour's ſtrong friction to make theſe 
forty- five grains be abſorbed from the 
whole inſide of the thigh, while three 
grains of calomel gently rubbed on 
the inſide of the mouth may be ab- 
ſorbed in half an hour, or, though it 
ſhould not be abſorbed in twelve 
Hours, ſtill if it is attended with no 
trouble to. the patient, who does not 
perceive the advantage of employing 
calomel rather than mercurial oint- 
ment?” 

I hope the publication of the fol- 
lowing obſervations which have been 


made by my medical acquaintance, 


and ſome remarkable caſes which have 
occurred 


„„ 

occurred to me lately in practice, 
will convey further information, and 
tend to that point which J am ſol- | 
licitous to eſtabliſh. 4 
A certain phyſician. has honoured | 
me with two letters, the laſt, (as it 
contains. a diſcuſſion of the mat- 
ter in queſtion) I ſhall give an ex- I 
tract of, in the Doctor's own words. 
« I have not the leaſt objections 
to the whole of the principles, and 
the doctrines you have laid down, and 
think that you have eſtabliſhed them 
on the firmeſt baſis; but the doubt 
with me 1s, whether in injudicious 
hands too great a quantity of mer- 
cury may not in ſome caſes be thrown 4 
into the habit, and where the leaſt 1 
attention poſſible is paid to their | 
* regimen and conduct, I think that | | 
L 1 


* W:th the greateſt deference to this gentle- 
man, I fubmit to his conſideration whether | 
11 much 4 
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mercury. 
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I have ſeen caſes, where ſome ſymp- 
toms have aroſe, that are more pro- 
perly to be referred to the effects of 
the antidote, than to the diſeaſe : but 
this can be no objection to the me- 
thod itſelf, but to the improper uſe 
of it.” 18 October, 1780. 


Two other phyſicians have expreſ- 
ſed their ſentiments in one letter, 
ſaying, * We hope you will pro- 
ſecute your plan, as it promiſes fair 
to be of uſe to mankind, and may 
ſave many a conftitution which 

otherwiſe 


much attention is neceſſary with regard to re- 
gimen (or conduct with reſpect to cold) when 
the mercury does not operate on the ſtomach and 
prime viz. A gentleman in the navy informed 
me, that he was ſeveral times wet through all 
his clotkes, whilſt he was under this proceſs, 
but that he found not the leaſt injury to his 
health in conſequence of it ; ſo peculiarly friendly 
to the conſtitution is this mode of adminiſtering 


1 
otherwiſe would ſuffer by the im- 
proper application of mercury.“ 
8 June, 1780. 
I was deſired by a gentleman to 
look on a ſervant, (of thirty years 
of age) who had a complaint in his 


teſticle, which had been forming 
there for ſeveral months. I examined 
him in the preſence of a phyſician, 
who declared the caſe to be very un- 
promiſing and almoſt hopeleſs. The 
tumour was large, and chiefly ſchir- 
rous, there was alſo a fore which 
had an unkind aſpect : it was not 
aſcertained whether the miſchief pro- 
ceeded from a venereal injury, a 
contuſion, or bad habit of body. 
The Doctor was pleaſed to direct 
that the merc. dulc. ſexties ſub- 
Iimat. ſhould be tried according to 
my plan. The family apothecary 
being preſent, I deſired he would be- 
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gin with giving the patient three 
grains every day to be rubbed on the 
lips and inſide of the mouth. We 
agreed that the part affected ſhould 
be covered with a poultice of bread 
and milk, and ſupported with a bag 
truſs, In about three or four months, 
the apothecary brought the patient to- 
my houſe perfectly cured by this me- 
thod. 

About a year ago cr more, a mem- 
ber of our company, who reſides in the 
country, brought his ſon to me, (a 
youth of nine or ten years) with az 
ulcerated ſore throat, (which made him 
ſpeak through his noſe) and a conti- 
nual hoarſeneſs ; theſe complaints he 
had been afflicted with for two years, 
and though he had uſed many means 
to remove the diſorder, yet they did 
not avail, and the young gentleman 
(who, as the father informed me, had 
always 
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always enjoyed a good ſtate of health 
from his birth till this unfortunate 
illneſs) waſted much, and was appa- 
rently going into a decline. His pa- 
rents were both deſirous he ſhould 
make trial of my proceſs, which he 
accordingly did. In a fortnight the 
father called on me again, and re- 
ported his ſon to be conſiderably 
better. I ſaw nothing more of him 
till five weeks after, when he told 
me with much earneſtneſs, that 
he was come to thank me for having 
ſaved the life of his fon who had re- 
ceived a perfect cure, for which he 
deſired to know what recompence he 
could make. My anſwer was, that 
I was very happy on the occaſion, 


and wiſhed no other return than that* 


he would be pleaſed to communicate 
the intelligence to Dr. Hunter and 
Mr. Cru:#/bank whom he knew, and 


who 
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v-ho had kindly intereſted themſelves 
in the ſucceſs of this mode of prac- 
tice. The gentleman aſſured me that he 
would wait on Dr. Hunter, and allo 
draw up an account of the cafe in 
writing and ſend it to me; but I 
have not becn as yet favoured with it. 


About the time this event hap- 
pened, a phyſician of one of the city 
hoſpitals was called to ſee a patient of 
mine with eruptions of a venereal 
appearance, and for which I was giv- 
ing him the mercurius dulc. to be 
rubbed on the lips and ſurfaces of the 
mouth. The Doctor refuſed his aſ- 
ſiſtance till he had ſeen me, called at 
my houſe to meet the patient, and 
propoſed to continue the proceſs of 
three grains every day, to which the 
Doctor added a decoction to purify 
the blood, and aſſiſt in the cure, 
which had the deſired effect in three 

or 
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or four weeks. The Doctor thought 
the eruptions had as much of a ſcor- 
butic as a venereal appearance. This 
gentleman's polite and liberal beha- 
viour J felt in its full force, and it 
is a pleaſure to acknowledge it on this 
occaſion. 

I hope this and the other caſes 
are introduced in ſuch a manner as 
to give no umbrage to any of the 
parties alluded to; on the contrary, 
I cannot doubt but they will readily 
acknowledge the truth of the particu- 
lars on every proper occation. I take 
it for granted, that the profeſſion 
will ſce the propriety of not expoſing 
without permiſſion a private correſ- 
pondence to public view. 

I think 1t will appear from the 
arguments and evidence adduced, that 
this new proceſs of mercury is by much 


the moſt eaſy, ſafe, and efficacious 
method 


 _— 
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method of adminiſtering it, and 
weighty reaſons alone which are 
capable of overturning my argu- 
ments and diſplaying their fallacy, 
and not the dogmatical unſupported 
aſſertions of any man, however great 
he may be in his own .xſtimation, 
will induce me to change. my, opi- 
nion, which is not, like that of ſome 
other perſons, Rang and uncer - 
tam.— 


* Confider well, weigh ſtrily right and wrong, 

| Refolve not quick, but once eſolv'd, be ſtrong, 
In ſpite of dulneſs, and in of wit, 

If ro thyſelf thou can'ſt > acquit, 
Rather ſtand up, aſſur'd with conſcious pride, 
Alone, than err with millions on thy ſide, 


CHURCHILL, 
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